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LIBER II

EPHEMERIS
ID EST

TOTIUS DIEI NEGOTIUM

I
N{aNp iam clarum reserat fenestras,
iam strepit nidis vigilax hirunclo :

tu velut primam rnediamque noctem,
Parmeno, dormis.

dormiunt glires hiemem perennem,
sed cibo parcunt: tibi causa somni,
multa quod potas nin-riaque tendis I

mole saginam.

inde nec flexas sonus intrat aules
et locum mentis sopor altus urget
nec coLuscantis ocuios lacessunt

f'ulgura iucis.

annuam quondam iuveni quietem,
noctis et lncis vicibus manentem,
fabulae fingunt, cui Luna somnos

continuarit.
I V: aaelis, Petper,
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OB

THE DOINGS OF A WHOLE DAY

I

ALRteor bright Mom is opening her windows'

,1r'; the wat-chful swallorv twitters from her nest;

;;;;", Parmeno, sleep on as if it were the first or'

il" ffii" ;u*n ot the night' Dormice sleep the

*r"a". round, but they leave food alone; while you

slumber on because yoti tlrink deep' and swell out

your paunch with too great a mass of food' And

1""1J'."""U enters the winding channels.of your

ears, a cleep stupor Presses on your consclousness'

a,"i'rt the rlazzling beams of light do nob vex your'

;;;t. old tales pretend that once upon a time a

vouth i slept on year rn' year out' untroubled by the

it#*r"-i or "igLt 
and day' because Luna made

l0

l5 his slumbers unending'
1 s6. Endl'r^ion'
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AUSONIUS

surce. n(lgator, lacerande virgis :

ar.g:". ,. longtrs I'ibi :onlllus, ttnde ..
,,,,,i'tir.r"., tleiut: rape mernbra molli,

l'armeno, lecto.

fors et haec somnum tibi cantilena
Sal,plrico stradet motlulata versu ?

L.''Lioe del,elle modunr qrriel'is,
acer iambe.
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17 UP rvith you, you lvirster I What a thrashing

you deserve I " Up, or a long, long sleep will come

on you from u'here you dread it least." 1 Out with

you, Parmeno, frorn your dorvny beil !

21 Perchance this ditty, tuned to the Sapphic

urode, encourages your sleep ? Come you then,

brisk Iambus, and banish hence the restlirl Lesbian

stlair.

II.-Tne Iutru,uor

Hr, boy ! Get up ! Bring me my slippers an'l my

tunic of lawn: bring all the clothes that you have

ready now for my going out' Fetch me spring water

to wash my hands and mouth and eyes' Get me the

chapel opened, but with no outward display: holy

words and guiltless Prayers are furniture enough for

worship. I clo not call for incense to be burnt nor

for any slice of honey-cake: hearths of green turf

I leave for the altars of vain gods' I must pray

to Goil and to the Son of God most high, that

co-equal r Majesty united in one fellowship with the

Holy Spirit. And lo, now I begin my prayers: my

heart feels Heaven is near and trembles' Have faith

and hope, then, anYthing to fear ?

I Quoted from Horace, Odes, trr. xi. 38.
2 lit, 't of. one extent."

r5

II.-Panucnests
PuoR, eia, surge et calceos
et linteam da sindonem.
da, quidquid est, arnictui
quod i,,* parasti. rrt 1't'odeam'
du tote fontano ;llrltt;trr
manus et os et lumina.
pateatque, I'ac, sacrarium
nullo paratu extrinsecus :

pia verba, vota innoxia,
rei divinae coPia est.
nec tus cremandum Postulo
nec liba crusti mellei,
foculumque vivi caespitis
vanis rclinquo altalibus.
Deus plecandus est nrilri
ac {ilius summi Dei,
maiest:rs unius modi,
sociata sacro sPiritu.
et ecce iam vota ordior:
et cogitatio nurninis
praesentiarn sentit Pavens'
pavetne cpidquam sPes, fides ? I

of I/ by the
interpolator's

first hand. Some editors
correction.
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VI.-I.octrs ORnlNeNot CoQut.

Soste, prandendum est' quartam iam totus in horam

sol calet: ad quintam flectitur umbra notam'
an veqeto madeant' condita opsonia gustu

(failere namque solerrt), expeliundo pruba.

cnr\"uteferve.riesl,alnris'volventibusollas, 5

tingue celer digitos iure calente tuos,
vibranti lambat quos umicla lingua recursu r

*+***+

VII.-[Ir Nor'eRtulr IN ScRIBENDo Velocrssruulr]

PunR, notarum praePetum
sollers minister, advola.
bipatens pugillar exPedi,
cui nrulta fandi copia,
punctis peracta sirrgulis,
ut una vox absolvitur'.
ego volvo libros uberes
instarque densae glandinis
torrente lingua PerstrePo :

tibi nec aures ambigunt,
nec occupatul Pagina
et mota parce dextera
volat per aeqtlol' cereum.
cum maxime nunc ploloquor
circumloquentis ambitu,
tu sensa nostri Pectoris
vix dicta iam ceris tenes'
sentire tarn velox mihi
vellern dedisset mens mea,

AUSONIUS

L The remainrler of this poern together with mnch else has

.:. losb,
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VL-Tnr Ttrtrp ron DrRsc'rrIva rHE CooK

Sosles, I must have lunch. The warm sun is

already passed well on into his fourth hour, and on

the dial the shadow is moving on towards the fifth

stroke. Taste and make sure-for they often play

you false-that the seasoned dishes are well soused

and taste appetisingly. Turn yout bubbling pots in

your hands and shake them up: quick, dip your

fingers in the hot gravy and let your moist tongue

lick them as it darts in and out . . .

VII.-To sls SrnxooRaPHEB, A Rpeov Wntrpn

Hr, boy ! My secretary, skilled in dashing short-

hand, make haste and come ! Open your folding

tablets wherein a world of words is compassed in a

few signs and finisheil off as it were a single phrase.

I ponder t'orks of generous scope; and thick and

fast like hail the words tumble off my tongue' And

yet your ears are not at fault nor your page crowded,

and your right hand, moving easily, speeds over the

waxen surfaee of your tablet. When I declaim, as

now, at greatest speed, talhing in circles round my

theme, you have the thouglrts of my heart already

set fast in wax almost before they are uttered. I
would my mintl had given me power to think as

25

10

15



AUSONIUS

fl:l1 ?:"p"tis dextrae fuga
ru flle loquentem praevenis.

r<{urs, quaeso, quis rne plodiditlquis ista iam dixit Ubi.
quae cogitabam dicerei
quae lult_a corde in intimo
exercet ales dextera I
.q,:l:-?.9, rerum tam novus,venrat in aures ut trras
quod.lingua nondum alsolrerit tdoctrina non hoc praestitit
nec u.lla _tam veloi manus
cererrpedis compendii :natura munus hoc tibi
deusq-ue donum tladidit
quae loquere., ,t ."i,.i.'p.io,
lctemque velles, quod voio.

VIII

"31;T:lr,ll 
nobis 

1 
rla cidos 

1ror.r en ta sopor.es.{lualla nlrramul., cunl sconcirianr,;r;;: :;;r"'eptus 
aetltere in alto'

.1',n,l.,,p"ituin; ;;;: 
*ga tttrbila formasl r

i i* i+.,rt',,'rru I "x*i} ::#$ii 
i:.ix' 

" 
.''

r).rrne rora, nunc lites. Iati modo;;;,n"ii""r,.,\ r\ltul.: et turmas eouip",p"r,",, il;ili ;:Xi::Ir"",li;ff",111:.,,* b
,r'rr rn sangrrinea glndio grassamur Jrarena.

- 
I, Schenkl observes that

l,**i+U_ty;r'*i**"r*i***fuI;,#i{$
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.,t{r], as you outstrip me when I speak, and as yourdashing hand leaves my words behind.

,...', Yho, prithee, who is he who has betruyed me IWho has u]":4y totd you whar I *;;;;;;;;rhink_
ing to say t What thefts are these that your speeding
hand perpetrates in the recesses of mytird i tto*come things in so strange an older that what my
,tonque 

has not yet vented comes to yorr" 
"o., 

I No

l--*r.1* "::- qru".Io,, this gift, ,r* *ur-i,r". urynand so quicl< at swift stenography: Nature endowed

Io,,ro, 
and God gave you this gift to know before_r)and-what I would speak, and to intend the samethat I intend.

VIII
fSrnewce monsters disturb our ealm slumbers, Iikethose we maryel at when, ,o*"ti*"., io'ir* nrUOupper air the wandering clouds unite and blend to_gether the yarious shapes] of four_footeJU".rt. ,rawinged creatures; when monstrous shapes of earthand sea are- mingled in one, until tlie cleans;ngeastern winds blow the clouds to shreds ,rra ,frr"them out into the clear air. N.* ;i";";r, ,u.,before my eyes with suits at law, and rro* tt 

"-rpu"io,r,theatre with its shows. H.." i ""d*; in" 
".lrn, 

,troops of cavalry cutting down brigands: o" ln thebloody arena some wild beast t"u., ;r;;;"] o" , .rnbutchered with the sword. I go afoot *"orr rfr"
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AUSONIUS

per mare navifragum gl'adior petles et freta cut'su

tlansilio et subitis volito super' :rera pinnis.

infandas etiam veneres incestaque noctis 10

dedecora et tragicos patimur per somnia coetus.

lrerfugium tamen est, quotiens portenta soporllm

.olvit rupta pudore quies et imagine foeda

Iibera mens vigilat: totum bene conscia lectum

pertractat secura manus: probrosa recedit 15

culpa tori et profugi manascunt crirnina somui.

cerno triumphantes inter me plaudere : rursum

inter captivos trahor exarmatus Alanos.

templa deum sanctasque fores palatiaque aurea

specto et Sarrano videor discumbere in ostlo 20

et mox fumosis conviva adcumbo popinis.

Divinum perhibent vatem sub frondibus ulmi
vana ignavorum simulacra locasse soporum

et geminas nunlero portas: quae fornice eburno

seml)er fallaces 6Jlomerat super aera formas t 25

altera, quae veros emibtit cot:nea visrts.

rluod si de dubiis conceditur optio nobis,

desse fidem laetis melius quam \rana timeri.

ecce ego iam malim falli; nam, dum modo semper

tlistia vanescant, potius caruisse fruendis, 30

rlurnr trepidat'e malis. satis est bene, si metus absit.

sunt et qui fletus et gaudia contt'oversunt

coniectent variogue trahant eventa relatu,

z8
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rvrecking sea, bound at a stride across the straits,
and flit above the air on new-found wings. Then,
too, in dreams we undergo amouls unspeakable, and
night's foul shames, and unions which are the themes
of tragedy. Yet there is escape from these when-
ever shame bursts through the bonds of sleep, scat-
tering the hotrors of our dreams, and the mind freed
from filthy fancying keeps watch. Then the hands
untainted feel about the bed nor' find cause for re-
morse: the sinful guilt of luxury departs, and as the
dream fades from us, so its stain. Now, I see myself
applauding, one of a triumphant throng: again I am
dragged through the streets a disarmed Alan prisoner
of rvar. And now I gaze upon the temples of the
gods, their sacred portals and golden palaces I or
seem to recline at a feast upon a couch of Sarran
(Tyrian) purple, and presently sit feasting at the
table of some steamy eating-house.

22 They say the heavenly bard r set for the empty
phantoms of sluggish sleep a place beneath an elm-
tree's leaves, and appointed them two gates: that
which is arched with ivory ever pours forth upon the
air a host of deceptive shapes: the second is of horn
and sends forth visions of the truth. But if drearns
of doubtful import leave us the choice, better that
cheerful sights deceive us than we should fear lvith
a cause. Look you, I would even rather be deceived;
for, if only gloomy dreams always prove void, it is
bettel to have missed what might have been enjoyed
than to tremble at ill-fortune. 'Tis well enough if
only fear be far from us. Some there are also rvho
argue their woe and rveal by contraries, and who
forecast results by opposite interpretation.

r sc. Virgil (Aen, ,ti,282 tr ).

29

--



AUSONiUS

Ite per oblicos caeli, mala somnia, mundos,
inrerluieta vagi qua di{Ilant nubila nimbi;
lunares habitate polos: quid nostra subitis
Iimina et angusti tenebrosa cubi.lia tecti ?

me sinite ignavas placidum tladucere noctes,

dum redeat roseo mihi Lucifer aureus ortu.
quod si me nullis vexatum nocte figuris

mollis tranquillo permtrlserit aere somnus,

hunc lucum, nostro viridis qui frondet in aglo
ulmeus, excubiis habitandum dedico vestris.

3o
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34 Awav. vou evil dreams, through the sloping

fir*r*.rrls "of h"uu"t, where wandering storms

il;; ;l* ,iill-re*"d clouds; dwell in the moonlit
il;;:- wiry .i"a you in at mv doors and haunt the

a'"*ii"n cduch in my confiried tlwellingl. Leave

il;;;?..;;sht o.,"*iit"d in calm repose till golden

i;";f"i;;;;: u*t ro' me in tne.roiv east' .Brrt if
#i^;1;";;hall soothe me with lris gentle.breath'

""i ,"u irtres trouble my rest by niglrt' this grove

-the ehn ivhich spreads its green Ieaves on my

;J;-i'a"ai"ri" r6t vou to dwell in on your night

watches'
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